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Crawford Elementary is dedicated to 
preparing students for current and future 
success through respect, responsibility, 
resilience and reflective practices.

Mission Statement
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www.k12northstar.org/crawford
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Transportation     452-2000,  option 4



The Crawford Staff extends a warm welcome to every student and family member.  
We are looking forward to a busy and productive year and will endeavor to empower 
each student to reach their full potential and take responsibility for their academic 
progress.

HANDBOOK OVERVIEW
This student handbook is a supplement to the district’s 2021-2022 Student Rights, 
Responsibilities, and Behavioral Consequences Handbook, which can be viewed on 
our district website www.k12northstar.org.  Students are held accountable for the 
rights, responsibilities, and behaviors in both handbooks.

SCHOOL HOURS
School begins at 7:40 AM and ends at 2:10 PM. 
The school office is open from 7:15 AM to 3:15  PM.

MORNING ROUTINE
The school doors open at 7:40 AM, 
Students getting breakfast will enter through the gym doors, get their breakfast and 
enter the gym to eat. After eating students will clean up and exit the gym for Precess. 

To ensure their safety, students should not be dropped off or arrive before 7:20 AM 
as there is no supervision available until Precess or breakfast service begins.. 
Students will be outside and should be dressed appropriately.

Welcome



Crawford Elementary adheres to the rigorous academic standards, set by the State of Alaska and 
the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District.  All students are expected to consistently apply 
their best effort and to seek assistance as needed.  We offer numerous opportunities for academic 
support.

ACADEMIC HONESTY
All students are expected to be honest through their words and actions.  Any student who 
chooses to be untruthful, mislead, plagiarize, or withhold information will be held accountable.

HOMEWORK
It is recommended that total homework assigned in any one day should not exceed 60 minutes 
for grades 4-6 and 30 minutes for grade 3.  This time frame does not include reading.  Reading 
nightly for at least 20 minutes is strongly encouraged by all of the Crawford staff.   See Board 
Policy # 960.5.

REPORT CARDS & POWER SCHOOL PREMIER
The Fairbanks North Star Borough School District has transitioned to paperless report cards and 
progress reports for all students. Parents are  able to access digital report cards and progress 
reports online through the PowerSchool parent portal. To have your student carry home a 
printed copy instead, visit the PowerSchool parent portal and opt out of paperless report cards by 
clicking on  the communications link on the side navigation bar to change your preference.

Parents are encouraged to monitor their child’s progress throughout the year                                
via the online PowerSchool Premier program:  
http://premier.k12northstar.org/public. Please ask for assistance, if necessary, 
to access your account.

HONOR ROLL
There are two honor roll categories given at Crawford.  Students that receive all A’s are on the “A” 
Honor Roll and students that receive A’s & B’s are on the “A/B” Honor Roll. Since third grade 
students do not receive letter grades they will not be given honor roll certificates.  Fourth grade 
does no participate in the honor roll the first semester to give students an opportunity to get 
accustomed to letter grades. Students who earn an “N” in music, band/orchestra, or PE will not 
qualify for honor roll recognition.

HOME-SCHOOL COMMUNICATIONS & SCHOOL WEBSITE
Our Crawford website is: www.k12northstar.org/crawford. There you will find news about school 
activities and other important information. Our school-wide weekly newsletter will also be posted 
on the first Monday of each month. You can also find teacher contact information and email 
addresses there as well. Check back often as we are constantly updating the site for you.

You can also check out the happenings on Crawford’s Facebook page, 
www.facebook/crawfordcaribou.

Academics

https://k12northstar.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=db71f9e5144ac06b19ce29e21&id=77c5e8f401&e=ebc17f40ca
http://www.k12northstar.org/crawford


ATTENDANCE 
School Board policy and expectations states that regular attendance is vital and directly related 
to student performance. See Board Policy #1031.

ABSENCES
Please inform the office as early as possible in the morning if your child is going to be absent 
or tardy.  Our attendance line number is 372-3306, option 1, and is available day or night. The 
Attendance Secretary will call parents at home or work to check on the student's attendance if 
we do not receive a phone call.

When a student is absent, we require a written explanation or phone call from the parent. 
Parents have 48 hours to call our office and excuse a student’s absence. An admit slip must be 
secured from the office on the day the student returns.  All students who are absent, with 
parental consent, will be provided opportunities to maintain continuity of instruction and to 
achieve comparable classroom credit.  The scope of the make-up work assigned and the 
amount of time given to complete the assignment is subject to review by the building 
administrator. Parents must phone in advance to request homework.  It may be picked up in 
the office between 2:30 and 3:15 P.M.

TARDIES 
Interruption of class time impacts the learning of others so it is important for students to 
arrive at school on time.  Students are considered tardy when they are not in class by 7:50 AM, 
and must get an admit slip from the office.

7:50-9:00 Tardy
9:01-11:15 AM Absence (½ day)
11:16-2:10 PM Absence (½ day)
1:10-2:10 Early Pick-Up (counts same as a tardy)

Appointments lasting more than 60 minutes in the middle of the day count as a ½ day absence. 

VACATIONS
Please notify the office and the teacher in advance of planned vacations and their duration. 
Students who are going on vacation during the school year may be asked to make a report, 
including visuals (postcards, slides, etc.), to present upon their return.  A daily journal is also 
appropriate.  Students absent for more than ten consecutive days may be withdrawn for 
purposes of attendance and will be re-enrolled when they return from vacation.

Attendance



Crawford provides weekly special classes for all students.  Every student will participate in 
physical education and music classes twice a week for 30 minutes per session and visit the 
library and school counselor once a week for 30 minutes.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
Each student needs to wear supportive athletic shoes to Gym.  These shoes should have
non-marking soles and be left at school. Shoes should be securely fastened to the foot (tied or 
buckled). They should never be worn outside.  Platform tennis shoes and fashion-type gym 
shoes are not safe.
 
A note from the parent and/or doctor is required if your child needs                                               
to be excused from gym class for the day.

Girls who choose to wear dresses on Gym or music day should wear                                              
shorts or slacks under their dresses. 

MUSIC
Students will experience many aspects of making music, including singing, moving, playing 
various instruments, history, and theory. Each 3rd and 4th grade student will need to have a 
soprano recorder, which can be purchased at school or borrowed for the year.

LIBRARY
The check-out time frame for items from the library is one week.  If students need to keep their 
book(s) longer they may be renewed for a limited time.  Overdue notices are sent home once a 
month.  Check-out privileges will be suspended if an item is a month or more overdue. Items 
that are lost or destroyed must be paid for immediately.  If a student finds the missing item at a 
later date and it is returned in good shape, the money can be refunded.

COUNSELING
The role of a School Counselor is to advocate and provide support to maximize success in the 
areas of academic achievement, career readiness, and social/emotional development. School 
counselors are not able to provide therapeutic counseling services to students in school, but do 
work with students and families during challenging times, providing a safe place in the school 
and communicating/coordinating with other staff as needed. The school counselor can be a 
resource in connecting families with needed district and community resources. Please visit the 
Counseling page on the Crawford Elementary website for more information.  

Gym, Music, and 
Library



Crawford is proud to offer a wide range of clubs and leadership opportunities for students. 
Those listed below are only some of the activities that may be offered. Students that wish to 
join a club or leadership program must complete a parent permission slip.  Students are 
expected to regularly attend all activities, maintain good grades,  and consistently apply their 
best effort.  Students that choose not to adhere to these requirements will be dismissed from 
the activity.

BAND & ORCHESTRA  (5th and 6th grade only)
Crawford Elementary offers voluntary  Band and Orchestra classes for 5th, and 6th grade 
students in 30 minute sessions during Encore time from 1:00-2:00 Monday through 
Thursday.  To participate in band or orchestra students must select the class when registering 
for Encores (first 2 weeks of school), complete a permission slip and commit to practicing 
their instrument on a regular basis.  Participants will perform in two concerts during the 
year.  Students will receive a letter grade in band or orchestra. If a student earns an “N” in 
band or orchestra, he/she will not be eligible for the honor roll.

CARIBOU CREW (5th and 6th grade only)
Crawford’s student leadership team is the Caribou Crew (otherwise known as the ‘Bou Crew)  
which meets in 30 minute sessions during Encore time from 1:00-2:00 Monday through 
Thursday.  To participate in Caribou Crew students must select the class when registering for 
Encores (first 2 weeks of school).  Students interested in joining the ’Bou Crew must complete 
an application and interview for each semester.  They promote school spirit by making 
posters, encourage community service projects each quarter, welcome new students to the 
school, and help out in and around the school.  

SPEECH CLUB, GEOGRAPHY BEE AND SPELLING BEE
Crawford Elementary offers several clubs during the school year. Some of these clubs offer 
district-wide competition. When these clubs are offered, information and sign up 
information will be disseminated..

Co-Curricular 
Activities



Dress Code
Dress and appearance that interferes with the educational process or presents health and 
safety hazards shall not be permitted.  Parents will be notified of concerns and administration 
will work with the family to remedy the situation. Pursuant to Fairbanks North Star Borough 
School Board Policy #1041.1, clothing that advertises or promotes violence, alcohol, and/or 
other drugs is not acceptable in school.   

Please provide students with shoes to wear in the school after they remove their winter boots.

It would be appropriate for students to have a sweater or sweatshirt here at school for the 
purposes of layering during the day. 

Questionable clothing articles are subject to the judgment of the school administrator. 
Students who are dressed inappropriately will be asked to call their parents and have 
appropriate clothing brought to school.

Students are expected to wear appropriate outdoor clothing to and from school.  This is 
especially important during cold and inclement weather, as students participate in recess 
and outdoor activities until the temperature reaches -20 degrees Fahrenheit.

INSIDE RECESS
If the weather is inclement or the temperature is -20 degrees or colder, including wind
chill, students will stay inside for recess.  On inside recess days there are a variety of
scheduled activities offered to students.  

CARRY YOUR COAT DAY
When the temperature is -20 degrees or colder students will be required to carry their coats 
with them throughout the day.  Students need their coats if there is an emergency and the 
building must be evacuated.

ROLLER BLADES & HEELYS
Due to safety concerns students are not permitted to use roller blades or 
Heelys on school property, including the school sidewalk.



Students in the FNSBSD go outside for Precess and recess until the temperature reaches -20 
or colder.  For the safety of students at these temperatures, children need to dress 
appropriately. When the lack of gear poses a serious safety concern, parents may be contacted 
immediately with a phone call at home or work with the request to bring appropriate attire to 
school.  Please ensure that your child wears appropriate clothing every day.  Layers of clothing 
give the advantage of locking in body heat.  During the warmer months students should bring 
a jacket or warm sweater to wear to school.  From October through April students should have 
the following items available to them during the school day:
 
• Warm hat that covers the ears
• Insulated gloves or mittens
• Insulated snow pants
• Insulated and water resistant snow boots
• A scarf or face covering is also recommended

Students are expected to go to recess every day. Please make sure that your child has the 
proper gear here at school.

REFLECTIVE GEAR
Our dark winter days make it hard to see students coming and going to school. Some type of 
reflective strips, belts, or clothing is necessary for safety purposes.

WINTER GEAR STORES
There are numerous opportunities to obtain appropriate winter clothing, both on base and in 
Fairbanks.  A few suggestions include:  Eielson Thrift Shop and Airman’s Attic, Value Village, 
Walmart, and Fred Meyer. 
 

Cold Weather 
Gear



CRAWFORD’S GOLDEN RULES
Be Respectful
Tell the truth.
Use appropriate language.
Be Responsible
Keep hands, feet, objects to yourself.
Take care property that belongs to to others or to the school.
Be Reflective
Treat others like you would like to be treated.
Consider how your actions will affect you and others.
Be Resilient
Strive to overcome difficulties and disappointments
Recover strength, good humor and spirits quickly with the support of the school community

Listen to adults and follow their directions. Adults are here to help and keep you safe.

BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES & DISCIPLINE
We believe students are entitled to the best education we can offer. Appropriate behavior for 
elementary students and consideration of others is essential to ensure the rights of everyone. 
Each teacher will establish guidelines which detail behavioral expectations for the class. These 
will be posted and will also be sent home prior to the end of the first month of school. The safety 
of our students, both physical and emotional, is of utmost importance at Crawford. 

CARIBOU BUCKS
Caribou Bucks (a school reward) are given to students by anyone on our staff for acts of good 
citizenship, respect, and kindness at Crawford. These are cashed in for school related treats,  
bi-weekly, at the Caribou Café, located in the Crawford Art/Science room. 

CARIBOU CLUB
Staff and students look for and acknowledge exceptional behavior by rewarding individual 
students with a green card. The student redeems the card by taking it to the Behavior 
Technician, who will help the student make a positive phone call to caregivers. 

COOL CARIBOU KIDS
Students who are working hard and making progress, are nominated by their teachers for the 
Cool Caribou Kids bulletin board. New students are posted regularly.

KUDOS FOR CARIBOUS
Students or staff caught doing something helpful or kind and out of the ordinary are recognized 
on this board, which is located toward the front of the school. We add to this board often.

DETENTIONS
Detentions may be earned by students for disregarding school policies. As a courtesy, an attempt 
will be made to contact parents prior to the serving of a detention, but parental approval is not 
necessary for detentions to be served.  Detentions are served during the student’s lunch or recess 
time where the student can thoughtfully reflect on appropriate behavior choices.

Expectations



PRECESS/RECESS
Research has proven that recess is an important part of a student’s education. Fresh air and 
physical movement helps brain development. Our students may participate in supervised play 
outside in the morning for 20 minutes and will go outside for 30 minutes every day until -20 or 
colder. Students require appropriate outdoor gear to go outside to recess every day.

PLAYGROUND SUPERVISION
Recess behavior will be monitored so that each student will be assured of a safe atmosphere in 
which to enjoy his or her recess time.

We monitor approximately 150 children in an area the size of a football field.  The staff wears 
brightly colored safety gear and are highly visible.  They are always stationed in  specific areas 
and are available to help students.  SAFETY IS THEIR PRIMARY CONCERN.  It is imperative 
that the students follow their directions and the rules while enjoying their recess.

While our staff is expected to closely monitor the students, the large area combined with the 
number of students, makes it virtually impossible to watch each child individually for the entire 
thirty minutes they are all outside.  Students at this age are expected to abide by the rules while 
playing in a large group without requiring one-on-one supervision.

Students have the freedom and responsibility to remove themselves from any situation that may 
involve them in a disciplinary action BEFORE it develops.  If they choose not to seek help or 
remove themselves from the group, then they must abide by disciplinary decisions.

Students that choose to violate playground and/or school                                                                
rules may lose playground privileges and/or earn a detention.

PLAYGROUND RULES
� All food/candy are to be left in the building.
� Rocks, gravel, snowballs, etc. are to left on the ground at all times. 
� Use the ladder for climbing up the slide and slide down on your bottom. 
� Swings are for sitting on and swinging forward and back.
� Leave all toys, library books and school supplies, or electronics in the building.
� The Play Structure is to be used appropriately. 
� Positive language is the only language we use on the playground.
� Students need a pass to re-enter the building.
� Play fighting or roughhousing is not allowed on school grounds.

CRAWFORD SPORTSMANSHIP
Students that are playing football, soccer, tetherball, or other team sports must demonstrate 
good sportsmanship or they will be removed from the game. 

Playground



STUDENT DROP OFF & PICK UP
Please see the graphic below for information on drop off and pick up. If you are picking up 
students during the school day you should use the parking lot and office entrance as all other 
doors are locked during the school day. Pick up location will be determined by grade level, with 
older students who have younger siblings being dismissed from the Red Lane after school.

LOOP DRIVE PROCEDURES
*Please respect the 3 MPH speed limit in the Loop Drive. Thank you for keeping us safe!

BUS DEVIATIONS
Students requesting a temporary change in their bus stop must have WRITTEN permission 
from a parent/guardian. A bus deviation form should be secured in the office before 10:00am.   
Due to all the activity at dismissal time, deviations are not issued after school.

BUS PRIVILEGES
Students remain in their assigned seats and quietly follow all directions and rules given by the bus driver, 
who is responsible for maintaining order on the bus. In case of student misbehavior (safety concerns, etc.) 
the driver will verbally warn students, issue bus rule reminders and/or write a bus misconduct.  Bus 
misconducts will be reviewed and may lead to school consequences, as well as temporary suspension or 
termination of bus privileges.

BUS RULES
1. Obey the driver at all times. 
2. Level 1-2 voices only. (Classroom Voices)
3. Keep hands and feet to yourself.
4. Stay seated in your assigned seat at all times.
5. No fighting, spitting, or throwing objects.
6. No eating or drinking on the bus.

BICYCLES, SKATEBOARDS, & SCOOTERS 

Bicycles, skateboards and scooters are not ridden on the school grounds. When walking bicycles, both legs 
are to be on the same side of the bicycle. Skateboards need to be carried. On streets surrounding 
Crawford, observation of hand signals, courtesy, and  safety will be strictly enforced.  Students who cause 
safety concerns will have their bikes, skateboards, or scooters confiscated and held for a parent to pick up. 
In accordance with Eielson Air Force Base regulations, helmets are to be worn at all times.  

Transportation



BREAKFAST & LUNCH PROGRAM
Breakfast for all grades is served from 7:20 to 7:40 AM.  Breakfast and lunch are free of charge for 
this school year . 
Lunch for 5th & 6th graders is at 11:00 AM, and for 3rd & 4th graders at 11:30 AM. 
Applications for free and reduced lunches are available online at 
https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/9846.
You may prepay for any number of lunches and/or breakfasts.
You can pay for meals and check your account balance online: 
https://www.parentonline.net/Public/Login.aspx

Breakfast and lunch menus will be sent home at the beginning of school year and may be 
accessed online at https://k12northstar.nutrislice.com/menus-eula.

Food and beverage provided by the school during the school day will comply with the current federal 
nutrition standards for all food and beverages sold in schools as defined by administrative regulation 
(see AR 1061.3).

HEALTH & SAFETY
Although regular attendance at school is important, please do not send your child to school if 
he/she is ill.   This request is for the protection of your child and other students.  If your child has 
been absent from school, please send a note of explanation to the office. You can also call our 
Attendance Line at 372-3306, option 1.
Knowing the exact nature of the child's illness will be helpful to us. 

A student who becomes ill during the course of the school day will be assessed by school 

personnel. It will be determined whether the student should remain in class or sent home.  

If there is a medical reason that may prevent a student from participating in physical education 
classes more than three consecutive days, it is the practice of the School District that we have a 
statement from a physician.  If there are physical or psychological factors that might affect your 
child's school work, please inform us.  

No long-term prescription medication will be given to students without a Request for 
Administration of Medication form completed with the parent's and physician's approval.  
Short-term, non-prescription medication may be administered by the school nurse with written 
or verbal permission from the parent or guardian.

PARTIES AND CELEBRATIONS
Please do not send flowers or balloons to school for students. Balloon and flower deliveries 
throughout the day interrupt classroom instruction and concentration.  Please save these special 
treats for celebrating at home.  

Classroom parties will be held at the discretion of the individual teacher.
Please do not bring matches or candles to school for birthday cakes.

Food & Health

https://k12northstar.nutrislice.com/menus-eula


SCHOOL PHONES
Students are not permitted to use the telephone to plan social activities. 
These arrangements should be made before or after school.

TOYS & ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT
Electronic equipment, laser pointers, games, trading cards, etc. are not allowed  
at Crawford. Exceptions may be arranged for special activities, but we 
cannot be responsible for their potential damage or loss.

CELL PHONES
Cell phones must be turned off and put away in the student’s backpacks during the academic 
day. At the end of the day cell phones may be checked after students have left  the building. 
Safety must be the primary factor when using cell phones. This means students should step 
outside the flow of foot traffic, be courteous and be aware of people, cars and surroundings.

Staff will not be policing phone use after school hours so students are on their honor to use 
phones appropriately. During the school day if a cell phone is seen or heard on school grounds 
or on a school sponsored field-trip, it may be confiscated and returned when a parent comes to 
the office to pick it up. The school is not responsible for lost or damaged phones.

SUPPLIES & EQUIPMENT
Students are expected to come to class prepared and to provide their own paper and pencils 
throughout the year.  Individual teachers may indicate additional supplies are needed for their 
classrooms and these items may need to be replenished throughout the year. This list will be 
provided to students in writing at the beginning of school year. 

SCHOOL EQUIPMENT RESPONSIBILITY
Students will be expected to pay for lost or damaged textbooks, library books, musical 
instruments, and school equipment or property that is vandalized.

 
SOLICITATION of  FUNDS or SERVICES
All fundraisers must be cleared through the office. Persons wishing to place posters or signs in 
the hallways must clear their request with the district office. 
    

PETS & ANIMALS
Do not bring animals to school without permission from the Principal.  To assure the safety 
and health of students and the visiting pet, permission will be granted only under carefully 
supervised circumstances.

 Phones & Equipment

https://www.k12northstar.org/Page/1954


PARENTAL INPUT REGARDING CLASS PLACEMENT
Placement in classes is made based on academic need, learning style, social, behavioral, and 
grade information.  Where possible, first hand input from teachers and parent requests are 
utilized.  

Forms  for Classroom Consideration will be sent home each spring.  Parents who wish to confer 
with the principal regarding placement are welcome to make an appointment with the principal 
by contacting her secretary.  Requests do not guarantee particular placements.  Once classes and 
routines are established, students are moved to other classrooms only under rare extenuating 
circumstances.  Every attempt will be made to resolve problems rather than disrupt the 
placement of the child.

A careful balance of classrooms may not permit each individual request to be honored. The 
principal's decision in matters of placement is final, pursuant to Fairbanks North Star Borough 
School Board Policy # 1154.1.

RETENTION POLICY
Retention has a serious and lasting effect on children. It is an intervention that is not applied 
without careful thought and consideration to the individual child. Retention is not a cure for 
failing students. Each child is different and when learning difficulties arise, it is incumbent on 
the school team, along with the parent(s) to meet early in the school year. Together, academic 
difficulties can be identified along with a plan of action to ensure student growth. This may 
include testing for additional help from the Resource Department, devising other educational 
plans, and working together between home and school to promote consistency and success. By 
the end of the school year after applying a series of interventions, the parent and school team 
are better able to make a decision that is in the best interest of the child. The principal, working 
with parents and staff, will make the final decision on retention. See Board Policy #983.1.   

Class Placement

PTO
Crawford Parent Teacher Organization is an organization that support Crawford’s 
staff and students. The PTO sponsors a Facebook page (Crawford Caribou PTO) 
and several activities over the school year. The organization is off to a great start. 
If you would like to get involved, we would love to have you! 

PARENT VOLUNTEERS 
Crawford is proud of our parent volunteer program. This is a much-appreciated group of 
parents who assist teachers with tutoring, instruction, and presentations. If a parent is interested 
in being a volunteer, he/she should contact the front office and ask for a volunteer application. 
Parents are always invited to participate in field trips and activities that involve their child.

FIELD TRIPS
All school rules and dress code requirements apply to field trips. Students are expected to 
exhibit exceptional behavior and obey all teachers, chaperones, and docents. Students with 
recurring behavior problems may be requested to have a parent(s) accompany them.

Miscellaneous








